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400 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILOLOGY. 

dance of epigraphical material from Ostia it is strange that so 
prominent a goddess should not be mentioned in the inscrip- 
tions. On this point and on many another some satisfaction 
might be gained by an excavation of the site designated on 
Carcopino's plan as Atria Tiberina. 

L. R. Taylor. 

Vassab College. 



Solon the Athenian. By Ivast M. Linforth. University of 
California Press: Berkeley, 1919. 318 pp. $3.00. 

This is a very readable account of all that has been gleaned 
or guessed about the great lawgiver of the Athenians. The 
work falls into two distinct parts, a biography of Solon and an 
edition of the fragments of his poems. 

In the first part a sceptical attitude has been deliberately 
adopted, " alike toward ancient legend and modern hypothesis." 
On p. 16 there is a brief lapse from this very prudent position, 
in a mention of Plutarch's biography of Solon. Here it is 
stated that "modern investigation has shown that his prin- 
cipal sources, outside of Solon's own poems, were the learned 
writers Didymus and Hermippus (see Busolt, 1895, p. 85)." 
This is a surprisingly positive statement — somewhat more posi- 
tive than the authority cited will warrant. But in the next 
paragraph Dr. Linforth resumes his strictly judicial attitude, 
and tones down the whole statement to a "probably." 

The fragments of Solon's poems are really studied twice: 
first, as so many historical documents, and again "with the 
wider appreciation and criticism which are the due of poetry." 
They are handsomely printed in a carefully revised text, with a 
good prose translation and an extensive commentary. In the 
long elegiac poem preserved by Stobaeus two new conjectures 
are admitted: line 11, fuuWrm for tijouoow, and line 34, evreivmv 
for the meaningless « Srjvrjv. 

W. P. Mustard. 



